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Introduction 

Chesterfield Township prepared this Recreation Plan to:  

• Create an inventory of existing parks and recreation facilities in and around the township

• Gain community input on parks and recreation strengths and weaknesses

• Develop goals and objectives that will lead to future improvements

• Establish a framework for future park and recreation improvements

• Provide the planning basis for grants and other funding resources

This plan will address parks located within and under the jurisdiction of Chesterfield Township. The previous Recreation Plan, 

completed in 2014, will be reviewed and updated to address input received and analysis conducted as part of this update.

Community Profile 

LOCATION 

Chesterfield Township is located along the shoreline of Lake St. Clair in eastern Macomb County. The township 

lies approximately 25 miles north of Downtown Detroit, which is the traditional center of the southeast Michigan  

region. Access to and from Chesterfield Township is provided by four state routes: M-29 (23 Mile Road), M-3 (Gratiot  

Avenue), M-59 (Hall Road/ Wm. Rosso Hwy.), and I-94.

POPULATION 

The estimated 2018 population for Chesterfield was 45,730, up 2,349 from the 2010 Census. The township has seen a steady 

population increase since the 1960’s and is currently at its historic population peak. This number is projected to continue to 

grow until at least 2040, when SEMCOG projects the township will reach its anticipated population of just over 52,000 residents. 

This projection is likely fueled by the vast amount of planned residential development in the northern area of the township, the 

existing and expanding infrastructure, and the overall desirability of the area. 

The number of households has also risen steadily, with over 700 units of housing built since 2010. Since 2010 the vacancy 

rate has also decreased from nearly 9% in 2010 to 5% in 2018, indicating there is a strong demand for housing in Chesterfield 

Township. 

While the township continues to experience steady growth, one particular trend to monitor is the median age, in particular 

the population over 55. From 2010 – 2015, the population under age 55 decreased by 642 people, while the population over 

age 55 saw an increase of 1,340 residents. This resulted in an increase in the overall median age of the community from 38.2 

in 2010 to 38.6 in 2015, which is consistent with state and national trends. While the median age increase was modest (0.4 

years), this trend is expected to continue and the median age is expected to continue rising through 2045. 

In Macomb County, the 55+ population is expected to rise by over 100,000 through 2045, while the under 55 population is  

expected to decrease by nearly 40,000 people. This increase in the senior population is not only due to the aging Baby Boomer  

segment, but is also due to our population living longer and a lower overall birth rate, which is hovering near historic lows. This 

growing segment of the township’s population will play a role in the planning of recreation needs now and in the future.
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Table 1. Macomb County projected population changes by age group 2015-2045

Source: SEMCOG

Land Use & Zoning 

Chesterfield Township’s population is concentrated in the area south of 23 Mile Road and east of Gratiot, where many small lots 

line Lake St. Clair and the canal systems. Industrial development is primarily located north of Gratiot between 22-Mile and 23-

Mile Roads along the railroad, which runs from the southwest to the northeast portion of the township. Commercial development 

is mostly located along the M-29 corridor, with a major concentration located the 23 Mile/Gratiot Avenue intersection. Much 

of the township is medium- to large-lot residential development, agriculture, and vacant land is located north of 23 Mile Road. 
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Figure 1. Chesterfield Township Zoning



2. Administrative Structure
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Administrative Structure 

Chesterfield Township has a leisure services department 

comprised of a director, assistant director, senior 

services coordinator, two parks and recreation 

staff members and one senior services employees. 

The department is tasked with providing positive  

program alternatives that result in great recreational  

opportunities for people living and visiting the Anchor Bay 

area. Leisure services are designed to provide for the physical,  

mental, cultural and social needs of residents and guests.  It is 

their goal to provide a multitude of activities that are affordable, 

stimulating and comprehensive, and that enhance the quality of 

life through recreation, enrichment, fitness, athletics, cultural arts,  

conservation, preservation and general open-space use. It is their 

mission to accomplish this in a safe, enjoyable and aesthetically 

enriching environment for all ages and with exceptional service.

The Parks and Recreation Commission consists of seven 

members who are directly involved in the planning and hosting of  

recreation events and programs in the township. The committee 

meets monthly at the Township Municipal Offices to discuss the  

happenings of the Leisure Services Department and to offer  

support for our programs and events. The Commission is  

responsible for the success of a multitude of one-day family 

events and offers support throughout the year for all Parks 

and Recreation programs. All of the meetings are open to the 

public and residents are encouraged to attend for an “inside” 

view of how the Parks and Recreation Department runs. The 

administrative structure chart on the following page depicts 

how the department is structured, according to the township.

RECREATION DEPARTMENT KEY GOALS 

• Builds a healthy community through  
people, parks, and programs

• Focus on the customer, collaborate with 
neighboring communities / groups, be  
innovative and promote health / wellness 

• Be result driven (set goals, prioritize,  
and achieve!)

• Identify needs based on current gaps  
and trends 

• Increase program participation and  
recreation opportunities where all ages  
can learn and develop skills, abilities,  
and talents

• Promote outstanding customer service,  
create positive childhood experiences,  
organize and inspire family participation  
in programs

• Structure programs and facilities to meet  
the needs of a changing community

• Effectively meet needs with minimum  
expense to all income, backgrounds,  
and abilities

• Encourage voluntarism, strengthen the 
community image and make Chesterfield 
Township a visitor destination where 
people want to stay to live, work, and play

• Develop a high-quality system of parks, 
recreation facilities, open spaces, and 
trails that are functional, safe, accessible,  
and attractive 

• Enhance the parks and their facilities,  
expand the park system, maintain and  
acquire additional green space

• Provide greater access to sidewalks, 
trails, pathways,  and bike-ways to offer 
an increased opportunity for walking, 
biking, running, and other activities

• Strategize and develop long-range plans  
for recreation facilities, park design, and 
open park space 
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Josh Sonnenberg
Director of Facilities & Leisure Services

AFSCME 1917

Michele Vannerson
Assistant Director of Parks and Recreation

AFSCME 1917

Matthew Carr
Recreation Coordinator

AFSCME 1917

Colin Cote’
Recreation Coordinator

AFSCME 1917

Michelle Kemp
AFSCME Clerical

Recreation & Program Assistant

Jessica Ashley
AFSCME Clerical

Recreation & Program Assistant

Park Supervisors
Part-Time Site Managers
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Contractual Program Instructors
Volunteer Coaches 

Brad Kersten
Township Supervisor

Department Organizational Structure 
with Department Detail Classifications 

Leisure Services
Parks and Recreation

Senior Center

Parks and Recreation Budget - 

The Parks and Recreation Department’s budget has three main funding sources: Township-sponsored programs, Parks & 

Recreation programs and the Brandenburg Park fund. The operational portion of the budget is Township-sponsored and 

provides sustainability to the leisure services department, senior services department, Pollard Park and the Youth Center. 

It is the primary source of funding for employee salaries, benefits, training, building/grounds maintenance, equipment, 

vehicles and publications. It is also the primary funding source for family events that the Township Board of Trustees is committed 

to providing to the residents as a quality of life amenity. These events are typically offered with minimal or no expense to the 

constituents and their families.  The Township-sponsored budget provides the vital support the leisure services department 

needs to survive and thrive in its community. The following pages provide a breakdown of the Township’s leisure services 

budget from 2018-2021: 

Administrative Structure
Figure 2. Chesterfield Township Leisure Services Department Administrative Structure 
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General Fund

GL Number DESCRIPTION

2022
AMENDED 

BUDGET
2023

REQUESTED 
2024

PROJECTED
2025

PROJECTED 
2026

PROJECTED
Fund: 101 General Fund
Account Category: Appropriations
101-271-740.000 Operating Supplies 1,300.00 1,300.00 1,300.00 1,300.00 1,300.00
101-271-854.000 Telephone And Internet 900 900 900 900 900
101-271-920.000 Utilities 6,050.00 6,655.00 6,655.00 6,655.00 7,000.00

101-271-931.000
Building & Grounds  (F&O) 
Maintenance 20,500.00 55,000.00 21,050.00 21,550.00 22,050.00

101-752-703.000 Director/admin/coordinator 88,883.34 28,254.00 31,320.00 33,383.00 34,384.49
101-752-704.000 Assistant/deputy 75,344.62 80,814.00 88,051.00 90,693.00 93,413.79
101-752-705.005 Recreation Leader 0 128,875.00 142,381.00 159,221.00 163,997.63
101-752-706.000 Administrative Staffing 148,999.50 111,813.00 118,638.00 122,187.00 125,852.61
101-752-707.000 Part-Time/temp/per Diem 18,840.00 71,880.00 71,880.00 71,880.00 74,036.40
101-752-707.004 Administration Board 2,310.00 2,310.00 2,310.00 2,310.00 2,379.30
101-752-713.000 Overtime 3,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00
101-752-714.000 Longevity Pay 14,378.52 10,000.00 12,214.00 12,590.00 11,701.00
101-752-715.000 Education Pay/certs/licenses 1,000.00 0 0 0 0
101-752-720.000 Employer Fica/medicare 27,904.67 28,834.00 31,350.00 33,918.00 31,039.00
101-752-724.000 PTO/Sick/Vacation Pay 12,011.00 15,000.00 18,000.00 18,000.00 18,000.00
101-752-740.000 Operating Supplies 16,785.00 19,000.00 19,000.00 19,000.00 19,000.00
101-752-801.000 Contractual Services 12,765.00 18,000.00 18,000.00 18,000.00 18,000.00
101-752-828.000 Dues & Memberships 1,000.00 1,435.00 1,735.00 1,735.00 1,735.00
101-752-853.000 Cell Phone 855 1,700.00 2,000.00 2,000.00 2,000.00
101-752-854.000 Telephone And Internet 650 1,300.00 1,600.00 1,600.00 1,600.00

101-752-863.000
Vehicle Repairs & 
Maintenance 2,720.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00

101-752-863.002 Fuel 385 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
101-752-864.000 Travel, Training, Schl & Conf 6,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00
101-752-900.000 Printing & Publications 7,000.00 9,980.00 11,000.00 11,000.00 11,000.00
101-752-916.005 Community Enrichment 8,000.00 9,700.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00
101-752-916.006 Easter Egg Scramble 2,400.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00
101-752-916.007 Township Ceremony 3,500.00 7,500.00 7,500.00 7,500.00 7,500.00
101-752-916.009 Family Events 9,000.00 19,000.00 19,000.00 19,000.00 19,000.00
101-752-920.000 Utilities 9,130.00 10,043.00 10,043.00 10,043.00 10,043.00

101-752-931.000
Building & Grounds  (F&O) 
Maintenance 103,000.00 132,000.00 100,000.00 100,000.00 100,000.00

101-752-931.001 Janitorial Services 2,500.00 69,000.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 2,500.00
101-752-931.002 Lawn & Snow Care 41,000.00 46,500.00 48,000.00 48,000.00 48,000.00

101-752-931.003
F&O Contractual 
Maintenance 0 0 0 0 0

101-752-956.008
Vending/concession 
Expenses 17,250.00 0 0 0 0

101-752-970.000 Capital Outlay 43,000.00 358,500.00 55,000.00 0 0
Appropriations 708,361.65 1,263,293.00 869,427.00 842,965.00 854,432.22

Figure 3a. Chesterfield Township Leisure Services Department Budget - General Fund (1/2)
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General Fund

GL Number DESCRIPTION

2022
AMENDED 

BUDGET
2023

REQUESTED 
2024

PROJECTED
2025

PROJECTED 
2026

PROJECTED
Fund 101 - General Fund:

TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS 708,361.65 1,263,293.00 869,427.00 842,965.00 854,432.22
NET OF REVENUES & APPROPRIATIONS: -708,361.65 -1,263,293.00 -869,427.00 -842,965.00 -854,432.22

Figure 3a. Chesterfield Township Leisure Services Department Budget - General Fund (2/2)
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Parks, Recreation and 
Senior Services Fund

GL Number DESCRIPTION

2022
AMENDED 

BUDGET
2023

REQUESTED 
2024

PROJECTED
2025

PROJECTED 
2026

PROJECTED
Fund: 508 PARKS, RECREATION, & SENIOR SERVICES 
Account Category: Appropriations
508-753-707.000 Part-Time/temp/per Diem 62,834.00 88,248.00 88,248.00 88,248.00 90,895.44
508-753-713.000 Overtime 0 0 0 0 0
508-753-720.000 Employer Fica/medicare 4,806.80 6,751.00 6,751.00 6,751.00 6,751.00
508-753-801.000 Contractual Services 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,300.00
508-753-956.000 Miscellaneous 1,200.00 1,200.00 1,200.00 1,200.00 1,500.00
508-753-956.001 Youth Baseball/softball Exp 43,979.00 46,980.00 49,980.00 50,280.00 50,580.00
508-753-956.002 Basketball Expenses 10,183.00 13,060.00 13,360.00 13,660.00 13,060.00
508-753-956.003 Flag Football Expenses 360 360 460 560 360
508-753-956.004 Camp/playground Expenses 22,850.00 23,000.00 17,250.00 18,250.00 19,250.00
508-753-956.006 Martial Arts 1,960.00 1,960.00 2,260.00 2,660.00 1,960.00
508-753-956.007 Soccer Expenses 11,160.00 11,160.00 11,460.00 11,760.00 11,160.00
508-753-956.009 Golf Expenses 4,463.00 4,463.00 4,763.00 5,063.00 4,463.00
508-753-956.010 Horseback Riding Expenses 350 350 450 550 350
508-753-956.011 Gymnastics Expenses 1,050.00 2,010.00 2,310.00 2,610.00 2,010.00
508-753-956.012 Floor Hockey Expenses 720 1,440.00 2,920.00 2,920.00 1,440.00
508-753-956.016 Bus Trip Expenses 17,000.00 36,000.00 36,000.00 36,500.00 36,500.00
508-753-956.021 Bowling Expenses 3,500.00 3,500.00 3,500.00 3,500.00 4,000.00
508-753-956.023 Tot Sports 2,344.00 2,344.00 2,644.00 2,944.00 2,344.00
508-753-956.026 Daddy Daughter 12,000.00 14,000.00 13,250.00 13,750.00 13,750.00
508-753-956.027 Halloween Party 3,000.00 3,700.00 3,700.00 3,900.00 3,900.00
508-753-956.028 Mother Son 1,000.00 1,200.00 1,500.00 1,800.00 1,200.00
508-753-956.029 Program Development 10,215.00 15,215.00 15,515.00 15,915.00 15,215.00
508-753-956.030 Concerts In The Park 3,000.00 8,000.00 9,000.00 10,000.00 8,000.00
508-753-956.034 Art 590 590 1,590.00 2,090.00 1,180.00
508-753-956.035 Safety 300 300 1,300.00 1,600.00 600
508-753-956.036 Dance 2,275.00 2,275.00 2,575.00 2,875.00 2,275.00
508-753-956.037 Babysitting 1,650.00 1,650.00 1,650.00 1,950.00 1,650.00
508-753-956.038 Fitness 1,050.00 2,500.00 3,000.00 3,500.00 2,500.00
508-753-956.039 Tennis 1,176.00 1,176.00 2,176.00 2,476.00 1,176.00
508-753-956.040 Music 2,233.00 2,233.00 3,000.00 3,733.00 2,233.00

508-753-956.042
Senior Program 
Development 45,389.00 36,989.00 33,989.00 30,989.00 36,989.00

508-753-956.043 SMART Bus 39,900.00 42,900.00 42,900.00 42,900.00 42,900.00
508-753-970.000 Capital Outlay 20,000.00 10,000.00 0 0 0
  Appropriations 333,537.80 386,554.00 379,701.00 385,934.00 381,491.44
Fund 508 - PARKS, RECREATION, & SENIOR SERVICES :

TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS 333,537.80 386,554.00 379,701.00 385,934.00 381,491.44
NET OF REVENUES & APPROPRIATIONS: -333,537.80 -386,554.00 -379,701.00 -385,934.00 -381,491.44

Figure 3b. Chesterfield Township Leisure Services Department Budget - Parks and Recreation 
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Brandenburg Park Fund

GL Number DESCRIPTION

2022
AMENDED 

BUDGET
2023

REQUESTED 
2024

PROJECTED
2025

PROJECTED 
2026

PROJECTED
Fund: 545 Brandenburg Park Fund
Account Category: Appropriations
545-756-707.000 Part-Time/temp/per Diem 64,875.00 70,650.00 70,650.00 70,950.00 73,078.50
545-756-713.000 Overtime 500 500 500 500 500
545-756-720.000 Employer Fica/medicare 5,001.19 5,443.00 5,443.00 5,466.00 5,466.00
545-756-740.000 Operating Supplies 14,820.00 29,225.00 14,820.00 14,820.00 15,820.00
545-756-801.000 Contractual Services 166,000.00 2,500.00 2,070.00 2,500.00 2,500.00
545-756-853.000 Cell Phone 615 615 615 665 665
545-756-854.000 Telephone And Internet 2,300.00 2,300.00 2,300.00 2,300.00 2,300.00

545-756-863.000
Vehicle Repairs & 
Maintenance 1,250.00 1,250.00 1,250.00 1,250.00 1,250.00

545-756-910.000 General Insurance & Bonds 760 760 2,000.00 2,000.00 2,000.00
545-756-920.000 Utilities 27,500.00 29,000.00 31,900.00 31,900.00 31,900.00

545-756-931.000
Building & Grounds  (F&O) 
Maintenance 39,000.00 384,500.00 275,000.00 275,000.00 275,000.00

545-756-931.001 Janitorial Services 4,500.00 3,000.00 4,500.00 4,500.00 4,500.00
545-756-931.002 Lawn & Snow Care 23,600.00 33,500.00 27,000.00 27,000.00 27,000.00

545-756-931.003
F&O Contractual 
Maintenance 3,500.00 4,500.00 3,500.00 3,500.00 3,500.00

545-756-933.000
Equipment Repair & 
Maintenanc 3,500.00 3,500.00 3,500.00 3,500.00 3,500.00

545-756-940.000 Rentals & Leases 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
545-756-956.000 Miscellaneous 500 500 500 500 500

545-756-956.008
Vending/concession 
Expenses 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00

545-756-968.000 Depreciation Expense 165,000.00 165,000.00 165,000.00 170,000.00 170,000.00
  Appropriations 525,221.19 738,743.00 612,548.00 618,351.00 621,479.50
Fund 545 - Brandenburg Park Fund:

TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS 525,221.19 738,743.00 612,548.00 618,351.00 621,479.50
NET OF REVENUES & APPROPRIATIONS: -525,221.19 -738,743.00 -612,548.00 -618,351.00 -621,479.50

Report Totals:
TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES - ALL FUNDS
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS - ALL FUNDS 1,567,120.64 2,388,590.00 1,861,676.00 1,847,250.00 1,857,403.16
NET OF REVENUES & APPROPRIATIONS: -1,567,120.64 -2,388,590.00 -1,861,676.00 -1,847,250.00 -1,857,403.16

Figure 3c. Chesterfield Township Leisure Services Department Budget - Brandenburg
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Parks & Recreation Inventory 

Chesterfield Township residents have access to a variety  

of recreation opportunities provided by several different  

organizations throughout the region. Recreation providers  

include the State of Michigan, Huron-Clinton Metropolitan  

Authority, Macomb County, Chesterfield Township, the 

Anchor Bay School District, and various private businesses. 

A description of these opportunities is provided as follows:

State Parks and Recreation Areas
Eighteen (18) State parks and recreation areas are located in 

the seven-county southeast Michigan region. These parks have 

a combined area exceeding 75,000 acres and provide a wide 

range of day use facilities. Common recreation opportunities 

available at these sites include hiking, swimming, fishing, 

boating, picnicking, camping, cross-country skiing and 

snowmobiling, among others. No state parks or recreation 

facilities are located within Chesterfield Township. The 

only state park site in Macomb County is Wetzel State 

Park located in Lenox Township.  Eight recreation facilities 

operated by the State of Michigan are located to the west in 

Oakland County and are reasonably accessible to township 

residents.

Regional Facilities 
The Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority (HCMA) operates 

more than one dozen regional recreation areas in southeast  

Michigan. These parks provide facilities for a wide range of  

recreational opportunities, which include picnicking, 

playgrounds, hiking, swimming, boating, fishing, golf, court 

games, cross-country skiing, ice-skating and sledding, among 

others. Three HCMA parks are located in Macomb County: 

Stony Creek Metropark in Washington Township; Lake St. Clair 

Metropark in Harrison Township; and Wolcott Mill in Ray Township.  

County Facilities 
Macomb County owns and operates three park properties: 

Freedom Hill County Park & Amphitheater, the Macomb Orchard 

Trail and the James B. & Ann V. Nicholson Nature Center and 

Floodplain Conservation Easement. Though none of them are 

located in Chesterfield Township, it is important to note these 

properties as well as other recreation plans/amenities provided 

and planned for the county. 

Figure 4. Regional Park Facilities 

Township Facilities
The following pages provide more detail for each of the parks 

and recreation areas in Chesterfield Township. 
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Brandenburg Park

Brandenburg Park Amenities 

Brandenburg Park is a waterfront park  

positioned on the shoreline of beautiful Anchor 

Bay. One of the jewels of the township, 

this 17-acre parcel is located on Jefferson 

Avenue about ½ mile south of 23 Mile Road. 

This park charges fees in the form of daily 

or seasonal passes and offers users a wide 

range of recreational amenities. Facilities 

can also be rented at this park, which  

include the open-air  

pavilions and a small building  

(70-person occupancy).

• Four pavilions 

• Two basketball courts 

• One tennis court

• Two playscape areas (one ADA accessible)

• Splash pad 

• Four boat launches 

• Two volleyball courts 

• Fishing pier

• Car and boat trailer parking 

• Bike path (paved)

• Restrooms 

• Rentable building

• Three pickleball courts

• Grills

PHOTO CREDIT, FIRST AND SECOND ROWS: GIFFELS WEBSTER

PHOTO CREDIT, BOTTOM ROW: MICHELE VANNERSON 
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          2022 Update 

Pollard Park

Pollard Park Amenities 

Pollard Park is approximately 128 acres in 

size located just west of I-94 on the north 

side of New Haven Road. Its inception 

was made possible due to volunteer 

efforts and generous donations of area 

businessmen. Today the park is a hub of 

athletic activity. It is home to the majority of 

the Township’s baseball, soccer, and football 

leagues as well as a variety of toddler 

sports programming. It is host to opening 

day ceremonies and to countless other 

invitational tournaments and special events.

• Five baseball diamonds (3 lighted)

• Four soccer fields (2 lighted) 

• Restroom facilities 

• Playscape

• Hike/bike path (paved)

• Open air pavilion 

• Concession stand (seasonal)

PHOTO CREDIT, TOP ROWS: GIFFELS WEBSTER

PHOTO CREDIT, BOTTOM PICTURE: MICHELE VANNERSON 



CHESTERFIELD TOWNSHIP Parks & Recreation Master Plan Update

PREPARED BY GIFFELS WEBSTER       19

          2022 Update 

Community Center Drive Park  

Community Center Drive Park  Amenities 

This quiet 5-acre neighborhood park is  

located east of Sugarbush Road south of  

21 Mile Road, at the south end of  

Community Center Drive. The future of 

this park will be determined in the coming 

years as the Township monitors the 

community’s recreation needs as a whole.  

• One playscape

• Parking lot

• Picnic tables 
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          2022 Update 

Township Municipal Offices  

Township Municipal Offices Complex  Amenities 

With over 30 acres of land and located 

on Sugarbush Road, north of 21 Mile and 

South of Cotton Roads, the Chesterfield 

Township Municipal Offices provides a 

unique opportunity for residents to  

conduct civic transactions and enjoy 

recreational activities in one location. This 

complex houses the Leisure Services 

offices and other Township Departments.

• Four tee-ball fields 

• Playscape 

• 1st Battalion 24th Marines Memorial 

• Hike/bike paths (paved)

• Historical Village Park (see page 26)
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          2022 Update 

Senior Center 

Senior Center Amenities / Programs / Activities 

Located on the Township Hall Property, 

the Senior Center of Chesterfield Township 

serves the growing senior population 

within the community. Currently the Senior 

Center offers monthly activities and special 

events for seniors age 55 and older. The 

Senior Center has become a viable place 

where seniors come together in a safe 

and friendly environment to participate 

in activities and enjoy fellowship. 

• Weekly fitness and exercise programs

• Game and activity sessions

• Day trips and events

• Overnight trips 

• Educational seminars

• Special events 

• Group gatherings 

• Macomb County Meal Program

• Outdoor senior park

PHOTO CREDIT, ABOVE: GIFFELS WEBSTER

PHOTO CREDIT, RIGHT: MICHELE VANNERSON 
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          2022 Update 

Radio Range Park

Radio Range Park Amenities 

Radio Range Park is located at 54500 

Chesterfield Road.

The site is currently undeveloped. 
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          2022 Update 

Lagoon Property

Salt River Greenway/Lagoons Amenities 

The Salt River Greenway/Lagoons is located 

at the end of Henning St., just west of I-94 

and north of 21 MIle Road. It is approximately 

39.5 acres.

This property is currently undeveloped. Future amenities may include: 

• Walk/bike path 

• Gravel parking lot 

• Foot bridge crossing 

• Mountain bike trails 

• Passive recreation areas 
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          2022 Update 

Connie Bowles Park

Connie Bowles Amenities 

Connie Bowles Park is an approximately 6.7 

acre park located at 30200 25 Mile Road.

This property is currently undeveloped, but there is potential to develop this 

at a later time. 
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          2022 Update 

Salt River Nature Preserve

Salt River Nature Preserve Amenities 

The Salt River Nature Preserve is a 33-acre 

parcel located along the banks of the Salt 

River. It provides residents with public river 

and lake access for fishing, boating, and 

birding. It is located on the south side of 

Callens Road, northeast of Webber Paddle 

Park. This park was a suggestion made 

during the 2019 Parks and Recreation Plan 

public input process

• Paved trail

• Picnic table

• Interpretative signage

• Story trail history signs
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          2022 Update 

Historic Village

Historic Village Amenities 

Historic Village is located within the 30-

acre municipal offices complex just off of 

Sugarbush Road.

• Parking (located across the drive at the municipal offices)

• Unpaved trail

• Historic buildings, including the Weller School House, Kolping Chapel, 
and a log cabin and blacksmith shop

• Benches

• Picnic tables
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          2022 Update 

Chesterfield Community Center

Chesterfield Community Center Amenities 

The Chesterfield Community Center, formerly 

Sugarbush Elementary School located on 

Sugarbush Road, is 20 acres.  The facilities 

are currently leased on a three-year term from 

“Chesterfield Community Center” Anchor Bay 

School District by the Township Department 

of Leisure Services. This is a temporary 

use, as the Department is still looking for a 

permanent recreation facility.

• Gymnasium

• Baseball diamond 

• Two soccer fields  

• Playground area with play structure, swing sets, slides, climbers, and tire 
swing

• Picnic tables 
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          2022 Update 

Webber Paddle Park

Webber Paddle Park Amenities 

The Wayne & Joan Webber Paddle 

Park is located on Jefferson Avenue on 

the Salt River. The park provides the 

community access to the Salt River 

and Lake St. Clair via kayaks, canoes, 

or other non-motorized vessels. It was 

developed with a MNRTF grant. 

• Parking

• Paved walkway

• Kayak ramp and launch (ADA accessible)

• Soft kayak launch

• Open space

• Coastal water trail map
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Table 2. Grant Assisted 
MDNR

Park Number Purpose Status

Brandenburg Memorial Park. 26-00200 Acquisition of 9 acres of land on 

Lake St. Clair
Complete 

Brandenburg Memorial Park. 26-00276 Development of 18 acres into a 

community park
Complete

Brandenburg Memorial Park. 26-00545
Fencing, grading and seeding, and 

building renovation
Complete

Brandenburg Memorial Park. TF94-283
Reconstruct tennis/basketball 

courts, pavilion
Complete

Webber Paddle Park -

Park developed to include parking 

lots, kayak launch, fishing, pier, 

pavilion and restrooms

Complete 

Salt River Nature Preserve -

Acquisition and preservation of 33 

acres of property for a nature path 

and Salt River access

Complete

Other

Selfridge Radio Range Property 1-D-MI-603F
National Park Service Federal Lands 

to Parks Program
Acquired, undeveloped

Brandenburg Park Shoreline Restoration -
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA) Grant
Ongoing

Brandenburg Memorial Park BF90-207
Construction of a handicap 

accessible playground.
Completed

Brandenburg Memorial Park BF91-193
Renovation of multi-purpose 

building.
Completed

Chesterfield Senior Center Facility/ 

Programs
-

Community Development Block 

Grant Funds
Ongoing 

Grant Assisted Facilities 
The township has identified the following projects as having received grant money: 
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Barrier Free Analysis

A critical component in planning for recreation facilities is providing barrier-free access to accommodate the needs of visitors 

with physical and/or mental disabilities. Barrier-free access includes, but is not limited to, ensuring that adequate barrier-free 

parking spaces, sidewalks, trails, picnic tables, and playground equipment are provided for renovated or new recreational  

facilities. Standards from The Accessibility Checklist, a guidebook founded upon the Uniform Federal Accessibility Standards 

(UFAS) and the codes and standards of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), were used to verify barrier-free compliance.

The MDNR Guidelines require that a barrier-free ranking be given to each facility for assessing its accessibility to people with 

disabilities. The assessment considers the accessibility of both the facilities themselves as well as the access routes to them. 

The following system, provided by the MDNR Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space and 

Greenway Plans (01/27/06), was used to assess each park:

Rank 1:  None of the facilities / park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

Rank 2:  Some of the facilities / park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

Rank 3:  Most of the facilities / park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

Rank 4:  The entire park meets accessibility guidelines.

Rank 5:  The entire park was developed / renovated using the principals of universal design.

Accessibility

The U.S. Access Board is designated by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) as the agency responsible for developing 

minimum accessibility guidelines to ensure that new construction and alteration of facilities covered by ADA are accessible and 

usable by people with disabilities. The Access Board has published the following guidelines that should be used by Access to 

Recreation applicants to determine the criteria they must exceed to achieve universal accessibility: 

Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) 2002: 
www.access-board.gov/adaag/html/adaag.htm

Recommendations for Accessibility Guidelines for Outdoor Developed Areas: 

www.access-board.gov/outdoor/outdoor-rec-rpt.htm

The National Center on Accessibility is a collaborative program of Indiana University and the National Park Service and 

also provides information on access for people with disabilities in recreation. 

www.ncaonline.org
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Accessibility: Barrier Free Analysis
Brandenburg Park

Overall rating: 2  (see details on page 33) 

Pollard Park 

Overall rating: 2 (see details on page 34) 

Community Center Drive Park 

Overall rating: 1 (see details on page 35) 

Township Municipal Office Park 

Overall rating: 2 (see details on page 36)  

Senior Center 

Overall rating: 2 (see details on page 37)

Radio Range Park

Overall rating: Undeveloped (see details on page 38)    

Lagoon Property

Overall rating: 1 (see details on page 39)

Connie Bowles Park 

Overall rating: 1 (see details on page 40)    

Salt River Nature Preserve

Overall rating: 1 (see details on page 41)

Historic Village

Overall rating: 2 (see details on page 42)

Chesterfield Community Center

Overall rating: 2 (see details on page 43)      

Webber Paddle Park

Overall rating: 3 (see details on page 44)  

IMPROVEMENTS TO TARGET 

In Chesterfield Township, there are general improvements that could be made to each park that would make them  

more accessible:  

• Concrete pads adjacent to existing benches and connections from walkways to benches will allow users in wheelchairs 

the ability to be seated next to a friend on a bench.

• Move trash receptacles adjacent to the paved walkways

• Develop paved or stabilized pathways for all amenities within the parks; make all paths of sufficient width for two  

people to walk side-by-side or pass

• Provide smooth transitions between trails, picnic areas and decks, etc. 

• When making playground improvements, provide ramps and transfers, and use “poured-in-place” or rubber tiles  

under equipment, rather than loose fill material such as wood chips; as playground equipment requires replacement,  

provide ramps and transfers to all play components.

• Provide accessible seating spaces near sports courts.
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 Park Name: Brandenburg Park  Overall Park Rating:   2 

Parking 

Y Accessible parking spaces are provided and marked with International Symbol of Accessibility

Y Accessible parking is as near to the park entrance as possible

Y Signs designating accessible parking spaces are 60” high 

Play Areas

Y There is an accessible route (60 inches wide) to the entrance of the play area with a slope no steeper than 1:16

Y For playground equipment, at least one turning space is provided on the same level as play components

Y Play area surface is firm and stable (mulch/wood chips, sand and gravel are not accessible surfaces)

Y Where multiple swings in a swing bay are provided, one swing is located on an accessible route

N For court sports, at least one accessible route connects both sides of the court

Park Amenities 

N Picnic tables provide at least one wheelchair space for each 24 linear feet of usable table surface perimeter.   

The aisles between chairs and tables are 3 feet wide

N/A Drinking fountain spout outlets are a maximum of 36 inches above the finish floor or ground

Y Safety is promoted by good street lighting

Y Ramps are non-slip

Y If public restroom facility present, there is at least one fully accessible restroom

Trails and Sidewalks 

Y There is a path of travel that does not require the use of stairs

N Bike paths are separate from pedestrian walkways

Y Sidewalks are free of obstruction, wide enough for wheelchairs, solid (not made of dirt), and have curb cuts

N/A All stairways feature a railing and stair tips that are painted to distinguish each step

N/A Handrails are provided on both sides of a ramp

N Accessible routes connect all park amenities and coincide with general circulation paths



CHESTERFIELD TOWNSHIP Parks & Recreation Master Plan Update

PREPARED BY GIFFELS WEBSTER       33

          2022 Update

 Park Name: Pollard Park  Overall Park Rating:   2 

Parking 

Y Accessible parking spaces are provided and marked with International Symbol of Accessibility

Y Accessible parking is as near to the park entrance as possible

N Signs designating accessible parking spaces are 60” high 

Play Areas

N There is an accessible route (60 inches wide) to the entrance of the play area with a slope no steeper than 1:16.

N For playground equipment, at least one turning space is provided on the same level as play components

N Play area surface is firm and stable (mulch/wood chips, sand and gravel are not accessible surfaces)

N Where multiple swings in a swing bay are provided, one swing is located on an accessible route

N For court sports, at least one accessible route connects both sides of the court

Park Amenities 

N Picnic tables provide at least one wheelchair space for each 24 linear feet of usable table surface perimeter.   

The aisles between chairs and tables are 3 feet wide

Y Drinking fountain spout outlets are a maximum of 36 inches above the finish floor or ground

Y Safety is promoted by good street lighting

N/A Ramps are non-slip

N If public restroom facility present, there is at least one fully accessible restroom

Trails and Sidewalks 

Y There is a path of travel that does not require the use of stairs

N Bike paths are separate from pedestrian walkways

Y Sidewalks are free of obstruction, wide enough for wheelchairs, solid (not made of dirt), and have curb cuts

N/A All stairways feature a railing and stair tips that are painted to distinguish each step

N/A Handrails are provided on both sides of a ramp

N Accessible routes connect all park amenities and coincide with general circulation paths
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          2022 Update

 Park Name: Community Center 
                     Drive Park 

 Overall Park Rating:   1 

Parking 

N Accessible parking spaces are provided and marked with International Symbol of Accessibility

N Accessible parking is as near to the park entrance as possible

N Signs designating accessible parking spaces are 60” high 

Play Areas

N There is an accessible route (60 inches wide) to the entrance of the play area with a slope no steeper than 1:16.

N For playground equipment, at least one turning space is provided on the same level as play components

N Play area surface is firm and stable (mulch/wood chips, sand and gravel are not accessible surfaces)

N Where multiple swings in a swing bay are provided, one swing is located on an accessible route

N For court sports, at least one accessible route connects both sides of the court

Park Amenities 

N Picnic tables provide at least one wheelchair space for each 24 linear feet of usable table surface perimeter.   

The aisles between chairs and tables are 3 feet wide

N Drinking fountain spout outlets are a maximum of 36 inches above the finish floor or ground

N Safety is promoted by good street lighting

N Ramps are non-slip

N If public restroom facility present, there is at least one fully accessible restroom

Trails and Sidewalks 

N There is a path of travel that does not require the use of stairs

N Bike paths are separate from pedestrian walkways

N Sidewalks are free of obstruction, wide enough for wheelchairs, solid (not made of dirt), and have curb cuts

N All stairways feature a railing and stair tips that are painted to distinguish each step

N Handrails are provided on both sides of a ramp

N Accessible routes connect all park amenities and coincide with general circulation paths
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          2022 Update

 Park Name: Township Municipal  
                     Office Park 

 Overall Park Rating:   2 

Parking 

N Accessible parking spaces are provided and marked with International Symbol of Accessibility

N Accessible parking is as near to the park entrance as possible

N Signs designating accessible parking spaces are 60” high 

Play Areas

N There is an accessible route (60 inches wide) to the entrance of the play area with a slope no steeper than 1:16.

Y For playground equipment, at least one turning space is provided on the same level as play components

N Play area surface is firm and stable (mulch/wood chips, sand and gravel are not accessible surfaces)

N Where multiple swings in a swing bay are provided, one swing is located on an accessible route

N For court sports, at least one accessible route connects both sides of the court

Park Amenities 

N Picnic tables provide at least one wheelchair space for each 24 linear feet of usable table surface perimeter.   

The aisles between chairs and tables are 3 feet wide

N Drinking fountain spout outlets are a maximum of 36 inches above the finish floor or ground

Y Safety is promoted by good street lighting

N Ramps are non-slip

N If public restroom facility present, there is at least one fully accessible restroom

Trails and Sidewalks 

Y There is a path of travel that does not require the use of stairs

N Bike paths are separate from pedestrian walkways

Y Sidewalks are free of obstruction, wide enough for wheelchairs, solid (not made of dirt), and have curb cuts

N/A All stairways feature a railing and stair tips that are painted to distinguish each step

N/A Handrails are provided on both sides of a ramp

Y Accessible routes connect all park amenities and coincide with general circulation paths
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 Park Name: Senior Center  Overall Park Rating:   2

Parking 

Y Accessible parking spaces are provided and marked with International Symbol of Accessibility

Y Accessible parking is as near to the park entrance as possible

Y Signs designating accessible parking spaces are 60” high 

Play Areas

N/A There is an accessible route (60 inches wide) to the entrance of the play area with a slope no steeper than 1:16

N/A For playground equipment, at least one turning space is provided on the same level as play components

N/A Play area surface is firm and stable (mulch/wood chips, sand and gravel are not accessible surfaces)

N/A Where multiple swings in a swing bay are provided, one swing is located on an accessible route

N/A For court sports, at least one accessible route connects both sides of the court

Park Amenities 

N Picnic tables provide at least one wheelchair space for each 24 linear feet of usable table surface perimeter.   

The aisles between chairs and tables are 3 feet wide

N/A Drinking fountain spout outlets are a maximum of 36 inches above the finish floor or ground

N Safety is promoted by good street lighting

N/A Ramps are non-slip

Y If public restroom facility present, there is at least one fully accessible restroom

Trails and Sidewalks 

Y There is a path of travel that does not require the use of stairs

N/A Bike paths are separate from pedestrian walkways

Y Sidewalks are free of obstruction, wide enough for wheelchairs, solid (not made of dirt), and have curb cuts

N/A All stairways feature a railing and stair tips that are painted to distinguish each step

N/A Handrails are provided on both sides of a ramp

N/A Accessible routes connect all park amenities and coincide with general circulation paths
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 Park Name: Radio Range  Overall Park Rating:   Undeveloped

Parking 

N/A Accessible parking spaces are provided and marked with International Symbol of Accessibility

N/A Accessible parking is as near to the park entrance as possible

N/A Signs designating accessible parking spaces are 60” high 

Play Areas

N/A There is an accessible route (60 inches wide) to the entrance of the play area with a slope no steeper than 1:16

N/A For playground equipment, at least one turning space is provided on the same level as play components

N/A Play area surface is firm and stable (mulch/wood chips, sand and gravel are not accessible surfaces)

N/A Where multiple swings in a swing bay are provided, one swing is located on an accessible route

N/A For court sports, at least one accessible route connects both sides of the court

Park Amenities 

N/A Picnic tables provide at least one wheelchair space for each 24 linear feet of usable table surface perimeter.   

The aisles between chairs and tables are 3 feet wide

N/A Drinking fountain spout outlets are a maximum of 36 inches above the finish floor or ground

N/A Safety is promoted by good street lighting

N/A Ramps are non-slip

N/A If public restroom facility present, there is at least one fully accessible restroom

Trails and Sidewalks 

N/A There is a path of travel that does not require the use of stairs

N/A Bike paths are separate from pedestrian walkways

N/A Sidewalks are free of obstruction, wide enough for wheelchairs, solid (not made of dirt), and have curb cuts

N/A All stairways feature a railing and stair tips that are painted to distinguish each step

N/A Handrails are provided on both sides of a ramp

N/A Accessible routes connect all park amenities and coincide with general circulation paths
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 Park Name: Lagoon Property  Overall Park Rating:   1

Parking 

N Accessible parking spaces are provided and marked with International Symbol of Accessibility

N Accessible parking is as near to the park entrance as possible

N Signs designating accessible parking spaces are 60” high 

Play Areas

N/A There is an accessible route (60 inches wide) to the entrance of the play area with a slope no steeper than 1:16

N/A For playground equipment, at least one turning space is provided on the same level as play components

N/A Play area surface is firm and stable (mulch/wood chips, sand and gravel are not accessible surfaces)

N/A Where multiple swings in a swing bay are provided, one swing is located on an accessible route

N/A For court sports, at least one accessible route connects both sides of the court

Park Amenities 

N/A Picnic tables provide at least one wheelchair space for each 24 linear feet of usable table surface perimeter.   

The aisles between chairs and tables are 3 feet wide

N/A Drinking fountain spout outlets are a maximum of 36 inches above the finish floor or ground

N Safety is promoted by good street lighting

N/A Ramps are non-slip

N/A If public restroom facility present, there is at least one fully accessible restroom

Trails and Sidewalks 

Y There is a path of travel that does not require the use of stairs

N Bike paths are separate from pedestrian walkways

N Sidewalks are free of obstruction, wide enough for wheelchairs, solid (not made of dirt), and have curb cuts

N/A All stairways feature a railing and stair tips that are painted to distinguish each step

N/A Handrails are provided on both sides of a ramp

N Accessible routes connect all park amenities and coincide with general circulation paths
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 Park Name: Connie Bowles  Overall Park Rating:   1

Parking 

N Accessible parking spaces are provided and marked with International Symbol of Accessibility

N Accessible parking is as near to the park entrance as possible

N Signs designating accessible parking spaces are 60” high 

Play Areas

N/A There is an accessible route (60 inches wide) to the entrance of the play area with a slope no steeper than 1:16

N/A For playground equipment, at least one turning space is provided on the same level as play components

N/A Play area surface is firm and stable (mulch/wood chips, sand and gravel are not accessible surfaces)

N/A Where multiple swings in a swing bay are provided, one swing is located on an accessible route

N/A For court sports, at least one accessible route connects both sides of the court

Park Amenities 

N/A Picnic tables provide at least one wheelchair space for each 24 linear feet of usable table surface perimeter.   

The aisles between chairs and tables are 3 feet wide

N/A Drinking fountain spout outlets are a maximum of 36 inches above the finish floor or ground

N Safety is promoted by good street lighting

N/A Ramps are non-slip

N If public restroom facility present, there is at least one fully accessible restroom

Trails and Sidewalks 

N There is a path of travel that does not require the use of stairs

N/A Bike paths are separate from pedestrian walkways

N/A Sidewalks are free of obstruction, wide enough for wheelchairs, solid (not made of dirt), and have curb cuts

N/A All stairways feature a railing and stair tips that are painted to distinguish each step

N/A Handrails are provided on both sides of a ramp

N Accessible routes connect all park amenities and coincide with general circulation paths
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 Park Name: Salt River Nature 
                     Preserve

 Overall Park Rating:   1

Parking 

N Accessible parking spaces are provided and marked with International Symbol of Accessibility

N Accessible parking is as near to the park entrance as possible

N Signs designating accessible parking spaces are 60” high 

Play Areas

N/A There is an accessible route (60 inches wide) to the entrance of the play area with a slope no steeper than 1:16

N/A For playground equipment, at least one turning space is provided on the same level as play components

N/A Play area surface is firm and stable (mulch/wood chips, sand and gravel are not accessible surfaces)

N/A Where multiple swings in a swing bay are provided, one swing is located on an accessible route

N/A For court sports, at least one accessible route connects both sides of the court

Park Amenities 

N/A Picnic tables provide at least one wheelchair space for each 24 linear feet of usable table surface perimeter.   

The aisles between chairs and tables are 3 feet wide

N/A Drinking fountain spout outlets are a maximum of 36 inches above the finish floor or ground

N Safety is promoted by good street lighting

N/A Ramps are non-slip

N/A If public restroom facility present, there is at least one fully accessible restroom

Trails and Sidewalks 

N There is a path of travel that does not require the use of stairs

N/A Bike paths are separate from pedestrian walkways

N/A Sidewalks are free of obstruction, wide enough for wheelchairs, solid (not made of dirt), and have curb cuts

N/A All stairways feature a railing and stair tips that are painted to distinguish each step

N/A Handrails are provided on both sides of a ramp

N Accessible routes connect all park amenities and coincide with general circulation paths
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 Park Name: Historic Village  Overall Park Rating:   2

Parking 

Y* Accessible parking spaces are provided and marked with International Symbol of Accessibility

N Accessible parking is as near to the park entrance as possible

Y Signs designating accessible parking spaces are 60” high 

Play Areas

N There is an accessible route (60 inches wide) to the entrance of the play area with a slope no steeper than 1:16

N For playground equipment, at least one turning space is provided on the same level as play components

N Play area surface is firm and stable (mulch/wood chips, sand and gravel are not accessible surfaces)

N Where multiple swings in a swing bay are provided, one swing is located on an accessible route

N/A For court sports, at least one accessible route connects both sides of the court

Park Amenities 

N/A Picnic tables provide at least one wheelchair space for each 24 linear feet of usable table surface perimeter.   

The aisles between chairs and tables are 3 feet wide

N/A Drinking fountain spout outlets are a maximum of 36 inches above the finish floor or ground

N Safety is promoted by good street lighting

N/A Ramps are non-slip

Y If public restroom facility present, there is at least one fully accessible restroom

Trails and Sidewalks 

Y There is a path of travel that does not require the use of stairs

N Bike paths are separate from pedestrian walkways

Y Sidewalks are free of obstruction, wide enough for wheelchairs, solid (not made of dirt), and have curb cuts

N* All stairways feature a railing and stair tips that are painted to distinguish each step

N/A Handrails are provided on both sides of a ramp

Y Accessible routes connect all park amenities and coincide with general circulation paths

*Accessible parking is available across the street in front of the municipal offices building. Exploring accessible parking 

options closer to the Historic Village would benefit those with reduced physical abilities.
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 Park Name: Chesterfield 
                     Community Center

 Overall Park Rating:   2

Parking 

Y Accessible parking spaces are provided and marked with International Symbol of Accessibility

Y Accessible parking is as near to the park entrance as possible

Y Signs designating accessible parking spaces are 60” high 

Play Areas

Y There is an accessible route (60 inches wide) to the entrance of the play area with a slope no steeper than 1:16

N For playground equipment, at least one turning space is provided on the same level as play components

N Play area surface is firm and stable (mulch/wood chips, sand and gravel are not accessible surfaces)

N Where multiple swings in a swing bay are provided, one swing is located on an accessible route

Y For court sports, at least one accessible route connects both sides of the court

Park Amenities 

N Picnic tables provide at least one wheelchair space for each 24 linear feet of usable table surface perimeter.   

The aisles between chairs and tables are 3 feet wide

Y Drinking fountain spout outlets are a maximum of 36 inches above the finish floor or ground

Y Safety is promoted by good street lighting

N/A Ramps are non-slip

Y If public restroom facility present, there is at least one fully accessible restroom

Trails and Sidewalks 

Y There is a path of travel that does not require the use of stairs

N Bike paths are separate from pedestrian walkways

Y Sidewalks are free of obstruction, wide enough for wheelchairs, solid (not made of dirt), and have curb cuts

N/A All stairways feature a railing and stair tips that are painted to distinguish each step

N/A Handrails are provided on both sides of a ramp

Y Accessible routes connect all park amenities and coincide with general circulation paths
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 Park Name: Webber Paddle Park  Overall Park Rating:   3

Parking 

Y Accessible parking spaces are provided and marked with International Symbol of Accessibility

Y Accessible parking is as near to the park entrance as possible

Y Signs designating accessible parking spaces are 60” high 

Play Areas

Y There is an accessible route (60 inches wide) to the entrance of the play area with a slope no steeper than 1:16

N/A For playground equipment, at least one turning space is provided on the same level as play components

N/A Play area surface is firm and stable (mulch/wood chips, sand and gravel are not accessible surfaces)

N/A Where multiple swings in a swing bay are provided, one swing is located on an accessible route

N/A For court sports, at least one accessible route connects both sides of the court

Park Amenities 

N Picnic tables provide at least one wheelchair space for each 24 linear feet of usable table surface perimeter.   

The aisles between chairs and tables are 3 feet wide

N/A Drinking fountain spout outlets are a maximum of 36 inches above the finish floor or ground

N Safety is promoted by good street lighting

Y Ramps are non-slip

N/A If public restroom facility present, there is at least one fully accessible restroom

Trails and Sidewalks 

Y There is a path of travel that does not require the use of stairs

N Bike paths are separate from pedestrian walkways

Y Sidewalks are free of obstruction, wide enough for wheelchairs, solid (not made of dirt), and have curb cuts

N/A All stairways feature a railing and stair tips that are painted to distinguish each step

N/A Handrails are provided on both sides of a ramp

Y Accessible routes connect all park amenities and coincide with general circulation paths
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Local Schools and Other Facilities 

Schools 

Anchor Bay Middle School South - This area contains 11.3 acres. The facilities and equipment consist of a small enclosed 
play-tot area, football field/track, six (6) tennis courts, two (2) baseball diamonds and a gymnasium/basketball court. The site is 
almost entirely used by the school and is maintained by the Anchor Bay School District.

Dean A. Naldrett Elementary School - This area contains 13.5 acres. The facilities and equipment consist of a gymnasium, 
baseball diamond and basketball court.  The site also contains a playground which includes equipment such as a play structure, 
swing sets, slides, climbers, riding spring horse, climbing tires and picnic tables. The area is maintained by the Anchor Bay 
School District.

Lottie M. Schmidt Elementary School - This area contains 10.5 acres. The facilities and equipment consist of a gymnasium, 
baseball diamond, basketball court, soccer field and hopscotch area. The site also contains a playground which includes 
equipment such as two (2) play structures, swing sets, climbers and picnic tables. The area is maintained by the Anchor Bay 
School District.

Great Oaks Elementary - The site contains approximately 40.5 acres. The facilities and equipment include playground  
equipment including two substantial structures, swing sets, climbers, and a small soccer field. The area is maintained by the 
Anchor Bay School District.

Austin Catholic Academy- This area contains 9.5 acres.  The facilities and equipment consist of a gymnasium, baseball 
diamond and basketball court.  The site also contains a playground which includes equipment such as two (2) play structures, 
swing sets, slides, climbers, plastic tubes, benches and small table/chair sets.  The area is maintained by the L’Anse Creuse 
School District.

Green Elementary School - This area contains 7.7 acres. The facilities and equipment consist of a gymnasium.  The site also 
contains a playground which includes equipment such as two (2) play structures, swing sets, slides, climbers, balance beams, 
four-hole ball shoot, nature center area and a picnic table. The area is maintained by the L’Anse Creuse School District.

Carkenord Elementary School - This area contains 21.5 acres. The facilities and equipment consist of a gymnasium, two (2) 
basketball courts and one (1) soccer field.  The site also includes a playground with two (2) play structures, swing sets and tire 
swings. The area is maintained by the L’Anse Creuse School District.

Middle School East - The site contains approximately 40 acres. The facilities includes three (3) soccer fields, one (1) baseball 
field and two (2) softball fields, a gymnasium, a football field, a track facility, outdoor basketball court facility.  The area is maintained 
by the L’Anse Creuse School District.

Higgins Elementary School - This area contains 17 acres. The facilities and equipment consist of a gymnasium, two (2) baseball 

diamonds, two (2) basketball hoops and hopscotch areas. The site also contains a playground which includes equipment such 

as two (2) play structures, swing sets, climbers, four-hole ball shoot, benches and picnic tables.  An enclosed kindergarten area 
attached to the school contains climbers, a slide and benches. The area is maintained by the L’Anse Creuse School District.
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Other Facilities 

W.C. Wetzel State Recreational Area - This 900-acre park is operated by the State of Michigan. Located in Lenox Township, 
this state recreational area is predominately undeveloped. The park provides areas for hiking, hunting, snowmobiling and cross-
country skiing. Wetzel is also home to an avid radio control airplane community that hosts events at the mock airfield on site. 
This recreational area houses a number of pristine wetland and habitat areas for Macomb County’s wildlife. Wetzel is maintained 
by the State of Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) and has a dedicated network of volunteers who assist with 
park events and upkeep. As the only state recreational area in Macomb County, improvements to this site are significant to 
Macomb County.

Harvey Ensign Memorial Boat Launch and Public Access - Located on Lake St. Clair at the mouth of the Clinton River, the 
Harvey Ensign Memorial Boat Launch and Public Access site is a state operated facility providing access to Macomb County’s 
fresh water resources. This public boat launch is run by the MDNR and provides a hard surface launching site with a courtesy 
pier for loading and unloading passengers. The facility is equipped with a paved parking area that can accommodate more than 
300 vehicles per day.

Selfridge Boat Launch and Public Access - The Selfridge Boat Launch and Public Access site is located in Harrison Township 
near the entrance to Selfridge Air National Guard Base. Operated by the MDNR, the Selfridge Boat Launch and Public Access 
site provides direct access to Lake St. Clair. The facility has a hard surface launch area, a courtesy pier and can accommodate 
more than 150 vehicles per day.

Lake St. Clair Metropark -  Operated by the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority Lake St. Clair Metropark is one of the most 
popular parks and recreation attractions in southeast Michigan. This 770-acre regional recreation destination is located in 
Harrison Township on the coast of Lake St. Clair. A wide variety of recreational facilities and activities are provided at the park 
including an 800 foot long public beach with swimming area, Olympic size pool, two water slides, 10,000 square foot Squirt 
Zone, eight slip boat launching ramp, two transient marinas which can accommodate 106 boats, nature center, three quarter 
mile nature trail, picnic areas, three miles of paved hike/bike paths.

Wolcott Mill Metropark - Wolcott Mill Metropark is a 2,845-acre park located in Ray Township. Covering 5 contiguous miles 
of greenspace from 26 Mile Road to 31 Mile Road, this massive park and preservation area is operated by the Huron-Clinton 
Metropolitan Authority. Wolcott Mill is home to a number of unique recreational amenities. One of park’s activity nodes is Camp 
Rotary, a service organization camping area. Equipped with activity and lodge facilities, this camping area is open to boy 
scouts, girl scouts and other youth groups throughout the year. Also, the park also is home to the historic Wolcott Gristmill. This 
historical mill dates back to 1874 and is open for tours and educational programming. The park’s most intriguing asset is the 
Wolcott Mill Interpretive Farm Learning Center. This working farm provides visitors with a look into some of the daily functions 
of farming. From milking cows to horse exercises, this agricultural learning centers hosts programs, tours and educational 
exercises for patrons. Wolcott also possesses 10 miles of equestrian trails and many comfort and picnic areas. The park is 
traversed by the Clinton River and provides the county with some pristine environmental areas and unique habitat areas. The 
park hosts more than 2,000 visitors annually.

Stony Creek Metropark - Stony Creek Metropark is one of Macomb County’s most dynamic parks and recreation facilities. 
Operated by the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority, this 4,461-acre park spans two counties and three communities. The 
park is anchored by Stony Creek Lake which possesses two public beaches, Baypoint and Eastwood. Both beach areas 
provide concession, picnic and comfort areas for users. The park also rents out rowboats, paddle boats, canoes and kayaks 
for use on the lake. Private boat owners can utilize the eight boat launching ramps on Stony Creek Lake. The lake is also a 
prime fishing location with pike, walleye, bass, perch, bluegills and crappies inhabiting the lake. Stony Creek is also home to 
a comprehensive non-motorized trail network. The park boasts: 13 miles of mountain bike/hiking trails; 10 miles of additional 
hiking trails; and a seven-mile paved hike/bike path. The park is also home to the Stony Creek Nature Center which provides 
nature exhibits, programs and walking trails complete with educational signage. The park also houses an 18-hole championship 
public golf course with driving range and a 27-hole disc golf course. The park hosts many special events including a firework 

display and many cycling and running competitions. Annually Stony Creek Metropark serves more than 1.8 million park visitors.
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Freedom Hill County Park and Amphitheater - This is Macomb County’s preeminent parks and recreation facility. This spacious 

100-acre county operated site is located in Sterling Heights and possesses a number of dynamic amenities. The park contains 

two outdoor pavilions, picnic areas, a playground, internal walking/nature path, direct connection to the regional Freedom Trail 

and a monument garden celebrating the United States Armed Forces. Ralph Liberato Independence Hall is also located at 

Freedom Hill. This community gathering space includes a full kitchen and banquet hall, meeting rooms, indoor and outdoor 

restrooms and administrative offices. The grounds and hall are maintained and operated by Macomb County and contain 

parking for the park and amphitheater. Freedom Hill is also the staging ground for a regional concert and entertainment venue. 

The 7,200-seat Freedom Hill Amphitheater is operated by Luna Entertainment, under a joint agreement with Macomb County. 

This outdoor amphitheater is home to a summer concert series and many cultural and community festivals. Freedom Hill County 

Parkland Amphitheater provides thousands of residents and visitors with a unique parks and recreation experience. As Macomb 

County seeks to expand its parks and recreation footprint, Freedom Hill County Park and Amphitheater is a prime location for 

capital improvements and program expansion. This County facility also meets accessibility guidelines.

Macomb Orchard Trail - Macomb County operates the Macomb Orchard Trail (MOT), a 24-mile linear park and trailway.  

This nonmotorized trail is located in northern Macomb County and traverses 7 communities: Shelby Township; Washington 

Township; Village of Romeo; Armada Township; Village of Armada; Richmond Township; and the City of Richmond. The MOT is 

also a regional trail connector linking Macomb County to the Clinton River and Paint Creek Trails in Oakland County.

The James B. & Ann V. Nicholson Nature Center and Floodplain Conservation Easement - This is a 33-acre preservation area 

located along the east banks of the North Branch of the Clinton River, adjacent to the Macomb County Public Works Office. 

The funds to protect this pristine site were donated by the Nicholson family, and the Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy was 

instrumental in placing the property into a conservation easement. This environmentally sensitive area is home to a number of 

native plant and animal species and provides direct access to the North Branch of the Clinton River. The site is also equipped 

with outdoor classrooms, walking/nature trails, observation platforms, and comfort stations. Some of the facilities in this  

conservation area meet accessibility guidelines. This is due to the park’s natural features and rustic areas.
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Figure 5. Chesterfield Township Schools and Parks 



4. Natural Features Inventory 
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Natural Features Inventory 

In a community such as Chesterfield Township, where recreation is heavily intertwined with the natural environment, an inventory 

of natural resources is a helpful tool for understanding where potential opportunities may be available. These maps can also 

inform planning for open space preservation not related to recreation. The following pages map prime farmland, quaternary 

geology, soils, topography, watershed and waterways, wetlands, and woodlands.

Figure 6. Chesterfield Township Floodplains, Surface Water & Wetlands
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Figure 6. Chesterfield Township 

Floodplains, Surface Water & 

Wetlands

Figure 7. Chesterfield Township Elevation Map 



5. Recreation Needs Analysis 
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Recreation Needs Analysis 

To analyze the recreational needs of township residents and determine deficiencies within recreation programs, it is helpful to 

consider standards for recreation service areas, land needs based on future population, and the ultimate size and extent of 

recreation facilities and their location.  

These recreation planning standards are a useful tool in making an assessment of future recreation needs.  Standards may 

be used effectively only as a means for comparing present conditions to what is thought to be suitable or desirable, and as a 

general guide toward estimating future needs and demands.  

The following organizations have developed guidelines for recreation, which are referenced in this analysis of Chesterfield Township’s 

recreation facilities:

1. Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service (HCRS) 

The HCRS recommends standards based on compiled data on standards used or recommended by various city, 

county, metropolitan, state, and federal park and recreation agencies.

2. Urban Land Institute (ULI) 

The ULI, a private research organization concerned with planning and development of land, recommends stan-

dards for recreation areas for community and neighborhood development.

3. National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) 

The NRPA developed the following recommended standards and guidelines for recreation, parks and open space.

Recommended Community Recreation Facilities

The major types of community recreation facilities recommended by the above organizations include: 

1. Playgrounds/Mini-Parks 

Specialized facilities that serve a concentrated or limited population, or specific groups such as small children or 

senior citizens. For example, suggested recreational amenities for an individual mini-park are a tot lot, two picnic 

tables and ½ acre open space.

2. Playfield or Athletic Fields/Neighborhood Park 

Neighborhood parks should offer a variety of activities to accommodate a range of ages, physical abilities, and 

recreational  interests. Therefore, it is recommended that neighborhood parks should be comprised of approxi-

mately 50% active uses (fields, courts, playgrounds, skating, etc.) and 50% passive uses (trails, picnic areas, etc.). 

It is recommended that a minimum of 7-10 parking spaces should be provided.

3. Community Parks 

Community-wide parks include larger parks with diverse environmental quality. A variety of passive and active 

uses are provided, including athletic fields, sledding hills, trails, picnic areas, and playgrounds. Typically, uses are 

separated by activity and age group to limit potential conflicts between different types of users.  Other potential 

activities include outdoor swimming, lighted spectator-type athletic fields, ice skating, and ample off-street parking.

4. Connector Trails 

Connector trails would include a multi-use trail to give non-motorized access to parks and other uses throughout 

Chesterfield Township, and would also provide connections to the Bridge-to-Bay Trail. Modes of travel include walk-

ing, biking, and in-line skating. These trails could be located in an independent right-of-way, such as along the utility 

corridors, or within the road rights-of-way. There are no current standards for trails within/around a community.



CHESTERFIELD TOWNSHIP Parks & Recreation Master Plan Update 2022 Update 

PREPARED BY GIFFELS WEBSTER       53

5. NRPA Annual Agency Review 

Each year, the NRPA surveys parks and recreation agencies across the US and shares this data to help communities 

benchmark their programs and facilities against similar-sized peers.  The NRPA recognizes that applying standards 

and guidelines often prove challenging due to the variety of populations served and funding sources available.  Table 

3 on the following page shows current benchmarks for certain park facilities based on populations ranging from 

20,000 to 49,999. The list illustrates the number of facilities that might be expected within Chesterfield Township, 

based on its current and future population.
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Table 3
2019 NRPA Agency Performance Review Comparison of Communities 

with Populations 20,000-49,999

Number of residents 

per facility: Population 

20,000 – 49,999

Benchmark Number 

of Facilities for 2010 

Chesterfield  

Population (45,730)

Benchmark Number  

of Facilities for  

Projected 2045 

Chesterfield Population 

(52,000)

Current Number of 

Facilities

Playgrounds 3,019 15 17 15

Basketball courts 7,056 6 7 5

Diamond fields:  

baseball - youth
5,000 9 10 9

Diamond fields:  

softball fields - adult
10,862 4 5 4

Rectangular fields: 

multi-purpose
7,315 6 7 TBD

Diamond fields: 

softball fields - youth
7,750 6 7 4

Dog park 27,552 2 2 0

Diamond fields:  

baseball - adult
21,000 2 2 4

Rectangular fields: 

soccer field - adult
10,005 5 5 2

Rectangular fields: 

football field
17,173 3 3 2

Multiuse courts -  

basketball, volleyball
14,366 3 4 TBD

Ice rink (outdoor only) 16,572 3 3 0

Multipurpose  

synthetic field
20,748 2 3 0

Rectangular fields: 

lacrosse field
17,083 3 3 0

Rectangular fields: 

cricket field
32,966 1 2 0

Overlay field 7,200 6 7 0

Rectangular fields:  

field hockey field
14,750 3 4 0
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State of Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) 

The DNR includes a Recommended Classification System for Local and Regional recreation Open Space and Trails (see Table 

4) for the development of recreation plans. On the pages that follow, these standards outline recommendations for developed  

recreation acreage and for the various types of recreation activities; however, it should be noted that these standards are guidelines 

and the township should consider other recreation opportunities within the area as well as the ability to maintain community 

facilities. 

These standards are compared with the recreation opportunities provided by the township in the table on the following pages. 
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Table 4 
Recommended Classification System for Local and Regional  

Recreation Open Space and Trails

Classification
General  

Description

Location 

Criteria

Size 

Criteria

Acres / 1,000  

Population 

(Min)

Acres 

/ 1,000 

Population 

(Max)

Mini-Park Used to address limited,  
isolated or unique  
recreational needs.

Less than ¼ mile 
distance in residential 
setting.

Between 2500 sq. 
ft. and one acre  
in size.

0.25 0.5

Neighborhood 

Park

Neighborhood park remains the 
basic unit of the park system and 
serves as the recreational and 
social focus of the neighborhood. 
Focus is on informal active and 
passive recreation.

¼- to ½-mile distance 
and uninterrupted by 
non- 
residential roads and 
other physical barriers.

5 acres is 
considered 
minimum size.  
5 to 10 acres is 
optimal.

1 2

School-Park Depending on circumstances, 
combining parks with school sites 
can fulfill the space requirements 
for other classes of parks, such 
as neighborhood, community, 
sports complex and special use.

Determined by location 
of school district 
property.

Variable-depends 
on function.

Variable 

Community Park Serves broader purpose than 
neighborhood park.  Focus is on 
meeting  
community-based recreation 
needs, as well as preserving 
unique landscapes and open 
spaces.

Determined by the 
quality and suitability of 
the site Usually serves 
two or more  
neighborhoods and ½ 
to 3-mile distance.

As needed to  
accommodate  
desired uses. 
Usually between 
30 and 50 acres.

5 8

Large Urban Park Large urban parks serve a 
broader purpose than community 
parks and are used when 
community and neighborhood 
parks are not adequate to serve 
the needs of the community.  
Focus is on meeting community-
based recreational needs, as well 
as preserving unique landscapes 
and open spaces.

Determined by the 
quality and suitability of 
the site.  Usually serves 
the entire community.

As needed to  
accommodate  
desired uses.   
Usually a minimum 
of 50 acres, with 
75 or more acres 
being optimal.

Variable

Natural Resource 

Areas

Lands set aside for preservation 
of significant natural resources, 
remnant landscapes, open 
space, and visual aesthetics/
buffering.

Resource availability 
and opportunity.

Variable.

Variable

Regional |  

Metropolitan Park

Land set aside for preservation of 
natural beauty or environmental 
significance, recreation use or 
historic or cultural interest use.

Located to serve 
several communities 
within 1 hour driving 
time.

Optimal size 
is 200+ acres, 
but size varies 
based on 
accommodating 
the desired uses.

5 10

Greenways Effectively tie park system 
components together to form a 
continuous park environment.

Resource availability 
and opportunity.

Variable.
Variable

Sports Complex Consolidates heavily  
programmed athletic fields and 
associated facilities to larger and 
fewer sites strategically located 
throughout the community.

Strategically located  
community-wide 
facilities.

Determined 
by projected 
demand.  Usually 
a minimum of 25 
acres, with 40 to 
80 acres being 
optimal.

Variable
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Table 5
Chesterfield Township Comparison to MDNR Recommended  

Classification System for Local and Regional Recreation 
Open Space and Trails

Classification
Chesterfield 2010  

Population

Chesterfield 2045  

Projected Population

Existing 

(acres)

Recommended 

(acres)
Comments

45,730 52,000

Min 

(acres)

Max 

(acres) 

Min 

(acres)

Max 

(acres) 

Mini-Park
11 23 13 26 0 11-25 acres

Explore opportunities 
through-out the  
community 

Neighborhood 

Park
46 91 52 104 46-100 acres

Explore opportunities  
to acquire new  
developments to  
incorporate recreational 
open space into  
neighborhood plans

School-Park

- -

The township currently 
utilizes several school 
facilities to meet the 
recreation needs of the 
residents; additional 
opportunities should be 
explored

Community Park

229 366 260 416 181 acres 260+ acres

Explore opportunities to 
develop township-
owned land as 
development increases 
in the northern areas of 
the township  

Large Urban Park - - Not needed

Natural  

Resource Areas
7.5+

Opportunities to add 
natural resource areas 
could be explored 
(across from Township 
Hall, Salt river/Hooker & 
Pollard Park) 

Regional |  

Metropolitan Park
229 457 260 520 770 -

Lake St. Clair, Stony 
Creek and Wolcott Mill 
Metroparks nearby 
offer some recreation 
amenities within close 
proximity for township 
residents.

Greenways

- 1+

Add trails/shared use 
paths—refer to future 
Complete Streets plan. 
Additionally, consider 
water trail opportunities.

Sports Complex

- -

Explore opportunity 
for recreation center, 
possibly at Brandenburg 
Park or on Township 
Hall property.
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Parks for an Aging Population

While there are no general standards for parks aimed at the aging population, many communities and other organizations 

are recognizing the importance of keeping older adults active as well as socially engaged. In addition to ensuring parks 

are accessible for those of all ages and abilities, equipment and facilities aimed at older adults are being recommended for  

inclusion in parks and recreation facilities.

Example of adult playground equipment” that provides an opportunity 
for both physical activity and social interactions.



6. The Planning Process 
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Planning Process 

The recreation planning process in Chesterfield Township is intended to involve individuals who 

represent a broad cross-section of the community’s population. The Township Board is responsible 

for implementing the Recreation Plan, but the Recreation Commission provides input, analysis and 

recommendations. The planning process began with an inventory of all Chesterfield Township parks 

facilities. A survey was then developed and posted online. 

Using the inventory and survey findings, this Recreation Plan identifies strengths and opportunities of 

the current parks’ facilities, along with goals for the future.  The draft plan and 5-year action program 

of priority projects will be reviewed by the Recreation Commission. Following the recommendation of 

approval by the Recreation Commission, the plan will be presented to the Township Board. The draft 

plan will be made available for public review and comment for at least 30 days prior to formal adoption 

by the Township Board. Notice of the public review period will be provided in the local newspaper. The 

plan will be presented at a public hearing held by Township Board. Copies of the notices announcing 

the review period and public hearing will be included in the Appendix. 

Public Input – Online survey 
The online survey measured basic familiarity with the park system, preferred locations for increased 

walkability and a new recreation center, and level of satisfaction with existing facilities park.  Questions 

asked how often they visit parks and why, what respondents felt is missing from the township parks, 

where the township should allocate funding sources and what they would like to see in outdoor and 

indoor recreation facilities. The survey was open from mid-July though mid-August 2022 and generated 

68 responses.    

Use
More than half of the respondents visit township parks over 11 times a year. When asked to rate 

the importance of various recreation facilities/amenities for their family, trails were highly rated, 

followed by greenspace that preserves natural areas and open areas, and playgrounds. This is 

similar to the results gathered in 2020 for the previous plan, where 411 respondents indicated that 

playgrounds, trails, and open space were the top three most valued amenities. Over half (58%) 

of respondents said that increased walkability near main gateways such as 23 Mile, Jefferson, 

Sugarbush, Baker, Gratiot, and 21 Mile is desirable, and a quarter of respondents said they would 

like greater connectivity between parks. This also aligns with results from the 2020 survey where 

respondents indicated that they would support an increase in spending on paved trails for walking 

and cycling. Almost 70% of current survey respondents agreed that the Township should consider 

alternative uses for community facilities to maximize use.

Amenities 
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A nature center, sun shades, passive greenspace, an ice skating rink, and a dog park were the most common amenities 

of interest for outdoor park settings. In the 2020 survey, sun shades and a dog park were also in the top five amenities for 

outdoor park settings, along with kayak/jet-ski rentals, a nature center, and an ice rink. When asked how respondents’ 

families were likely to use trails and pathways, only 1.47% said they would not use the trails, and the most common uses 

were for leisure and biking. Most residents felt that the township’s facilities are poorly or moderately-well maintained, and that 

the pathway system in particularly is poorly maintained. However, 87% and 27% of respondents agreed that the Township’s 

parks and indoor recreation facilites, respectively, are well maintained. The opinions about maintenance are much different 

than that from the 2020 survey where most residents felt that the township’s facilities were well maintained, withthe exception 

of indoor facilities where more than half of respondents had no opinion. 

Programming
Over half of respondents were somewhat or very satisfied with activities for young children (0-5 years old), and almost half 

were somewhat or very satisfied with activities for children ages 6-12. However, satisfaction with activities for older children, 

adults, and seniors was below 50%. The suggestion to make Parks & Recreation programming a high priority for the 

Township Board was agreeable with 79% of respondents, and making facilities and grounds a high priority was agreeable 

with 90% of respondents.

Recreation Center
When asked to select their top three choices for amenities at a recreation center, an indoor walking track, fitness center with 

equipment, and an indoor playground generated the most responses. Interest in the other suggested amenities such as a 

gymnasium with multi-purpose courts, multi-purpose rooms, and a performing arts room was much lower.Previous surveying 

in 2020 showed a greater interest in a gymnasium with multi-purpose courts, as this made the list of top two amenities for 

an indoor recreation center. When asked about their preference for an indoor recreation center, more than half of the survey 

takers (62%) wanted to see a recreation center at the Chesterfield Township municipal office property, over Brandenburg 

(17%) and Pollard Park (22%). This is consistent with previous survey results. 

Funding Priorities
A majority of respondents indicated they would support an increase in spending on paved trails for walking and cycling (70%) 

followed by support for more parks and open space (51%) and unpaved nature trails (51%). These results are consistent with 

the results from 2020. The most popular choice for maintain current funding was soccer fields (80%), just as in 2020, followed 

by tennis courts (73%) and pickleball courts (68%). Most activities, with the exception of skateboard parks (34%) and visual/

performing arts (28%) did not have more than a quarter or respondents opposing any funding for those activities. 



7. Goals & Objectives 



CHESTERFIELD TOWNSHIP Parks & Recreation Master Plan Update 2022 Update 

PREPARED BY GIFFELS WEBSTER       63

Goals & Objectives 

Goals and objectives formulated by Chesterfield Township are the  

basis of the recreation planning process. They form the framework for 

public and private decision-making regarding recreational facilities and 

programs in the township. This Recreation Plan seeks to pursue long-

range recreational goals and objectives through specific short-range  

actions on the part of the Township, County, and State as well as private 

entities. The goals and objectives are intended to support the following 

recreation policies established by the Chesterfield Township Leisure 

Services Department: 

1. A program of parks and recreation shall provide for all per-

sons; regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 

age or disability. 

2. Opportunities and programs for recreation shall be available 

twelve months of the year. 

3. The programs of the parks and recreation shall be planned 

to meet the interest and needs of individuals, families and 

groups. 

4. Community planning for leisure requires cooperative action 

of public and voluntary agencies, including civic, patriotic, 

religious, social and other groups which have park and recre-

ation interests and resources. 

5. Educational facilities should serve, as adequately as possi-

ble, the educational and recreational needs of pupils and be 

planned so that they will be efficient centers for community 

use. 

6. Parks and recreation services, actual and potential, shall  

be reviewed and evaluated periodically in terms of their  

contributions toward enriching each person’s life and the 

community at large. 

7. A parks and recreation plan for the community will result in 

the fullest use of all resources and be integrated with  

long-range planning for the entire community. 

8. Wherever possible, all federal, state and local agencies 

should correlate their ideas for the acquisition,  

development and use of recreation facilities.

WHAT ARE GOALS, OBJECTIVES,  

AND ACTION ITEMS?

• Goals are general guidelines that explain 

what the community wants to achieve.Goals 

are usually long-term and represent global 

visions such as “protect the Township’s 

natural resources.” Goals define the “what” 

but not the “how.” 

• Objectives identify the milestones that mark 

progress in achieving goals – more of the 

“how.” For example, the goal of “protect 

the Township’s natural resources” could 

be measured in terms of “Maintain the 

Township’s tree cover.” Objectives are plan-

specific and are included here.

• Action items are more specific and define 

the steps to accomplish objectives and 

attain the identified goals – these could be 

considered the “who” and “when.” The most 

effective action strategies will include who 

will tackle that task and when it should be 

accomplished.
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9. Public park and recreation facilities shall be planned on the neighborhood and community park basis to provide 

the maximum opportunities and services for all age groups, while encouraging private facilities to integrate into the 

public plan. 

10. Chesterfield Township and the various Boards of Education shall cooperate in long-range planning for the  

acquisition, development and use of park and recreation facilities and pathways. 

11. All facilities shall be planned and constructed with respect to preserving the natural environment, including the 

placement of future on-site utilities underground. 

12. The Salt River and Lake St. Clair / Anchor Bay, the Township’s two natural waterways, and its ancillary floodway 

and flood plain shall be utilized to its maximum extent possible in providing recreational activities and open space 

areas for the residents.
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Recreation Goals and Objectives 

Goals and objectives offer guidelines and milestones for parks and recreation planning.  The following goals have been relayed 
from the previous recreation plan (2020-2024) in order to more clearly understand the township’s goals and how to achieve 
them.

Goal: Maintain.
Ensure proper maintenance of township recreation facilities that will allow all users access to all parks.

Objectives 
1. Encourage the refinement and enforcement of open space and natural feature preservation ordinances within  

the township.
2. Ensure that the boat launch area from Brandenburg Park is accessible and navigable to all users.
3. Continue to work with area school districts in providing necessary recreational and educational opportunities  

for the community. 
4. Ensure all township recreation facilities are adequately maintained, safe and attractive. 

Goal: Enhance. 
Chesterfield Township will continue to explore opportunities to improve or add additional recreation amenities and programs 
throughout the township that serve all members of the current and future population.

Objectives
1. Consider the recreational needs of special population groups, including children, older adults and residents with 

disabilities, in the acquisition and development of recreation facilities and programs. 
2. Comply with all Federal and State ADA guidelines in every township development 
3. Make all Township parks, facilities, and programs barrier free and accessible to all people of all ages and abilities.
4. Expand senior citizen facilities, amenities and programs.
5. Expand facilities and resources in the Township Leisure Services Department.
6. Implement additional recreation programs and facilities for groups of all ages and abilities.
7. Continue to monitor needed parking lot improvements at Brandenburg and Pollard parks. Special attention should 

be aimed at making the parking facilities accessible to residents with disabilities. 
8. Provide recreation facilities on a township-wide basis to meet the recreation needs of the Chesterfield Township 

residents.  Examine the construction of facilities such as a recreation center with a gymnasium, elevated track, 
multi-purpose rooms, full service kitchen, party room, administrative space.  

9. Create asphalt pathways connecting recreation facilities with subdivisions in the Township.  Currently, very few 
sidewalks exist in the township, making it difficult to access recreation facilities without use of a vehicle.

10. Acquisition and preservation of available land throughout the Township including land that is for sale or already 
owned and re-purposed.

11. Develop connective water trails between Salt River and Lake St. Clair.
12. Provide a combined pavilion restroom and picnic area at township parks.
13. Benches and sunshades at all existing parks. 
14. Upgrade lighting at existing facilities for safety reasons and a possible increase in night-time park programs.
15. Provide for the general expansion of meeting rooms for recreation storage, programs, and administrative opera-

tions.
16. Develop nature center/educational facilities at all recreation sites.
17. Integrate technology into all park systems through maps and signage.
18. Create alternate sports facilities such as golf courses, disc-golf, ropes course, tree houses.
19. Create more functional greenspace throughout township-owned parks (foliage and open grass areas.)
20. Evaluate potential location for dog park. 
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21. Expand the Senior Center to include a senior gymnasium.
22. Build a “Miracle Field” an all-inclusive level playing field where people of all ages and challenges come together to 

play.
23. Create a sledding hill and ice rink on Township property.   Consider further expansion of winter recreation opportu-

nities.

Goal: Cooperate. 
Continue cooperation between the Township’s Leisure Services Department and nearby stakeholders regarding the availability 
and accessibility of recreational facilities and programs.

Objectives
1. Work with the surrounding school districts and other civic organizations to ensure facility demand and  

programming needs are supported. 
2. Work with Senior Services Community groups to develop and enhance senior citizen programming.
3. Continue to work with Selfridge Air National Guard Base and the federal government to secure unused or un-

derutilized properties for Township recreation purposes.
4. Support a regional trail and greenway system in conformance with the Macomb County Trailway Plan and future 

Macomb County greenway plan.

5. Adopt a local pathway plan that corresponds with and supports the county’s trailway plan.

6. Establish a joint use agreement with the L’Anse Creuse, Anchor Bay, and New Haven school districts and other  

civic organizations to develop programs and possibly joint financing of projects that benefit the entire community.

7. Continue involvement with youth baseball programs, the American Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO) and other 

organized recreation leagues.

Goal: Fund. 

Chesterfield Township will budget for or consider additional funding mechanisms that will allow for the acquisition, improvement 

and addition of recreation facilities and programs. 

Objectives

1. Chesterfield Township should initiate an active program of land acquisition for park and recreation facilities in 

Chesterfield Township.

2. Continually encourage civic and other types of service groups to help develop, maintain, and/or renovate  

park areas.

3. Ensure that administrative and planning documents are updated on a regular basis so as to ensure  the Township 

remains eligible for grant programs that support improvement of existing or development of new recreation  

amenities. 

4. Analyze the funding mechanisms and resources needed to construct a Township Recreation Center.  An indoor 

facility is of high priority in Chesterfield Township to hold classes and other year-round recreation activities.

5. Review department policies and procedures to ensure a cost-effective method for recreation facility repairs is in 

place and that the budget is structured to facilitate such repairs.



8. Action Strategies 
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Action Strategies  

 

The Action plan discussed in the following section is organized to show the vision of the Township, the strategy behind why 

improvements and acquisitions are targeted in certain ares, and who is responsible for leading these initiatives. Many of the 

targeted improvements are associated with larger plans, or they have been identified as areas of need for the township. 

Action Strategies outline Chesterfield Township’s approach to implementing the goals and objectives identified in the previous 

chapter. These strategies are intended to provide guidance for planning and budgeting purposes for the next five years. They 

suggest priorities generally, but are not intended to be set in stone or limit additional creative approaches.  Generally, parks 

and recreation action strategies should consider the following when outlining a strategy to implement goals and objectives:

1. Are there immediate health and safety concerns that need to be addressed?

2. What are opportunities that exist to partner with other groups towards a common goal?

3. Is there a person or group who can champion specific goals/objectives?

4. Are there multiple goals that can be achieved by implementing a project?

5. What projects affect the greatest number of people in the community and/or address the greatest need?

6. How can projects be broken down into phases for a multi-year approach?

7. What funding opportunities exist for implementation of certain goals?

PLANNING ACTIONS reflect strategies aimed at identifying an approach, including cost estimates, to achieving certain goals and 

objectives. These are activities that can be undertaken at a variety of levels, including the Parks & Recreation Commission, the 

Planning Commission and the Township Board.

MAINTENANCE ACTIONS address those issues identified in the plan as needing upgrades or attention to repair, safety or 

appearance. These activities will likely be addressed by the public works department, but may also include assistance by various 

community groups.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS will pursue strategies that keep an inventory of recreation facilities, programs and events for 

the Township. Strategies developed through planning actions will be implemented and/or coordinated through administrative  

efforts. 

FUNDING ACTIONS will actively pursue local, cooperative and grant funding approaches to implementing the goals and  

objectives of the plan.

CONSTRUCTION ACTIONS will take place once a plan has been finalized, funding has been obtained, permits have been 

acquired and the project is ‘shovel ready’. 
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          2022 Update 

Future Parks and Recreation 

Relationship to Other County, State and Federal Projects

 

SALT RIVER CORRIDOR RESTORATION PROJECT.  In 2015 the US Army Corps of Engineers issued a report for 

the Salt River Marsh Coastal Habitat Restoration, Macomb County, Michigan, Great Lakes and Ecosystem Restoration 

(GLFER) Program, which highlighted several state owned properties within the Salt River watershed in need of ecological 

enhancements. The report (found in the appendix) identified two properties within Chesterfield Township where clean-

up (of invasive phragmities), restoration and enhancement could be undertaken to both protect the natural environment 

and provide recreation opportunities for the region. In response to the report, the township has identified additional land 

within the study area that is in need of restoration and has potential for passive recreation opportunities. The acquisition 

and restoration of these parcels could provide an opportunity to offer additional community recreation amenities, 

including connection to the Lake St Clair Coastal Water (Paddle) Trail (see page 58). The project map included in the 

Army Corps of Engineers report is shown below; the sites and County initiatives are discussed on the following pages. 
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LAKE ST. CLAIR COASTAL WATER TRAIL. This trail is the result of a regional effort to identify, enhance, highlight and connect 

the coastal water amenities located on Anchor Bay. The route highlights over 41 miles of coastal addling opportunities, which 

includes Macomb county waterways such as the Clinton River and the Salt River. This plan was a product of the Macomb 

County Blue Economy initiative, which was launched in 2012 by Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel as a way to protect 

and enhance the water resources in Lake St. Clair and the Clinton River watershed. This program has since expanded to include 

additional resources and opportunities within the Lake St. Clair region. 

See next 

page for 

details
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Action Strategies 

The action strategies in this plan focus on future improvements in the township that respond to implementing and supplementing 

other projects of regional significance, addressing findings from the needs analysis, and reflecting goals and objectives. 

The map below shows the portion of Salt River Watershed that was studied by the Army Corps of engineers discussed on page 

69. Areas A and B are the state owned parcels identified in the report. Area C was recently acquired by the Township for the 

Salt River Nature Preserve. Area 2 shows the location of the Webber Paddle Park, which is discussed on page 28. 

C

Salt River Nature 

Preserve site 

Salt River restoration would 

include habitat & navigation 

improvements, boardwalks, 

wildlife observation, 

educational opportunities 

and eventual navigation to 

Pollard Park 

Site of Webber Paddle 

Park 

Lake St. Clair Coastal Water 

Trail Paddle Route
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Brandenburg Park Future Improvements - 2022 Master Plan  

Brandenburg Park Future Improvements  

The township has identified several areas 

for improvement at this park. Below 

is a conceptual rendering of where 

improvements are planned and how they will 

function. 

• Shoreline softening project with fish habitat and kayak launch

• Entrance improvements to sign and booth 

• Renovations concession building and surrounding area

• Provide opportunities for shard at splash pad through tree canopy and/

or additional structures

• Repair or replacement of boat launch ramps

• Redeck the pier
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Pollard Park

Pollard Park Future Improvements

The township is also looking at options on how to safely 

and efficiently provide a pedestrian connection across 

Interstate 94 to connect this park to the rest of the township 

and to the Lake St. Clair Coastal Water Trail. Current 

Township-owned properties are shown on the map below.

• Nature trails - back acreage to 26 Mile Road (mulch)

• Bridge to back acreage

• Picnic tables

• Benches

• Skate park

• Dirt bike trail

• Cross country skiing on nature trails

• Additional soccer field

• Lights on all baseball fields

• Park entryway

• Parking lot for foot traffic from 26 Mile Road

• Park sign from 26 Mile Road

• Soccer parking flooded for clapboard ice skating rink

• Conceptual design

• General improvements to all sports fields

• Update concessions stand

• Update spectator facilities
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Lagoons Property

Lagoons Property Future Improvements

• Sledding hill

• Pavillion

• Bench seating

• Pathway with connectivity from subdivision to Township 

Hall (mulch)

• Picnic tables

• Park sign

• Parking lot

• Conceptual design
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Salt River Nature Preserve

Salt River Nature Preserve Future Improvements

• Picnic tables

• Benches

• Parking lot

• Park sign

• Pathways through natural areas (mulch)

• Conceptual design
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Salt River Greenway

Salt River Greenway Future Improvements

The township is also looking at options to extend the existing 

pathway at the Salt River Nature Preserve and Jefferson 

Avenue to connect east and west sides of the Township.

• Pathway extension

• Road crossings

• Parking
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Township Offices Park

Township Offices Park Future Improvements

• Soccer field

• Picnic tables

• Handicap/ADA baseball diamond

• Basketball courts (ice rink in winter)

• Sunshades

• Conceptual design

• Dog park

• Pickleball court for seniors

• Memorial area for each branch of military service 

Historic Village

Historic Village Future Improvements

The Township will work with the Historical Society to plan, 

fund, and make improvements to the Historic Village. 

• Restoration of historic buildings

• Simple playground

• Picnic tables

• Pavilion

• Garden areas

• Park sign

Chesterfield Community Center

Chesterfield Community Center Future Improvements

• Expanded gymnasium

• Indoor track

• Ceiling/Lighting renovation

• Security cameras

• A/V studio

• Gaming room

• Pathway from building to Jefferson connecting bike path

• Key card room entry

• Carpeting/tile/room floor specific

• Lighting in backyard

• Recreation entry sign

• Conceptual design
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Radio Range

Radio Range Future Improvements

While low priority, the Township developed a list of 

improvements that could be made in the future.

• Dog park

• Perimeter path (mulch)

• Playground

• Pavillion

• Bench seating

• Picnic tables

• Security cameras

• Parking lot

• Park sign

• Conceptual design

Connie Bowles

Connie Bowles Future Improvements

While low priority, the Township developed a list of 

improvements that could be made in the future.

• Splash pad

• Sunshades

• Playground

• Perimeter path (mulch)

• Pavilion

• Bench seating

• Picnic tables

• Security cameras

• Park sign

• Parking lot

• Walking path

• Conceptual design

New Haven Road Property

New Haven Road Future Improvements

This is currently an old dump site that the Township 

has acquired. The Township has considered 

opportunities for mountain biking and sledding 

due to the manmade topography on the site.

• Mountain bike trail

• Sledding hill
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Indoor Recreation Center

Indoor Recreation Center Future Building Amenities

Options for a new indoor recreation center are being explored 

throughout the community. This facility is included as part of 

this plan, but a final location has not yet been identified. The 

Township is currently leasing temporary recreational space at 

the Chesterfield Community Center, and is exploring options to 

provide passive recreation options such as a walking path and 

bridge/boardwalk structures, as well as possibly a dog park. This 

parcel has historical development obstacles due to the presence 

of a Native American burial ground which may limit the potential 

for improvements. 

• Gynmasium

• Indoor track

• Security cameras

• A/V studio

• Gaming room

• Pathway from building to Jefferson connecting 

bike path

• Key card room entry

• Carpeting/tile/room floor specific

• Lighting in backyard

• Recreation entry sign

• Conceptual design
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2022 Update

                                                                                                                                     

Table 6
2023 - 2027 Action Plan

Park Action Action Type Year Priority (1-5)

ALL 

Develop plan to provide a combined pavilion, 

restrooms and picnic areas at Township 

parks

P 2026 5

Develop plan to upgrade lighting at existing 

facilities for safety reasons and a possible 

increase in night-time park programs

P 2023 3

Develop a plan to erect electronic signs at 

the entry of Pollard and Brandenburg Parks 

to promote programs and activities to those 

quadrants of the Township

P 2023 2

Develop plan to install benches and sun 

shades at all existing parks
P 2023 2

Analyze possibilities to build additional ADA 

accessible playgrounds for all ages, at all 

Township parks

P 2023 2

Create future plans for an indoor recreation 

center utilizing master plan data
P 2024 1

Identify available properties targeted for 

acquisition and preservation throughout the 

Township, including land that is for sale or 

already owned and re-purposed

P 2023 1

Develop a plan and identify priority parks 

for improvements to drainage at Township 

owned ballfields

P 2024 3

Develop plan to connect parks via water 

trails and Lake St. Clair 
P 2024 3

Connect nonmotorized pathways to 

surrounding communites
P 2024 2

Connect walking paths along Salt River 

corridor
P 2024 2

Brandenburg

Develop plan to construct band shelter / 

staging area 
P 2026 5

Identify timeline and funding to perform 

building renovation 
P/F 2023 1

Develop a pier renovation and improvement 

plan 
P/F/M 2023 1

Township Municipal Office Discuss desired future improvements and 
feasibility of a maintenance plan P 2023 1

Veterans Memorial Discuss potential improvements P 2024 3

Community Center Drive 

Neighborhood Park 
No improvements planned for this park P 2024 5

Senior Center Explore options for joint rec center/additional 
programming P 2024 1
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Table 6
Action Plan

Park Action Action Type Year Priority  

Future Parks 
21 Mile Rd. Property   

(Former Lagoon) 
Discuss plan for nature preserve, walking 
path, green space, and passive recreation P 2023 2

Pathways  - Continue to coordinate efforts to enhance non-motorized pathways throughout the Township

Former Salt River Golf 

Course property
Explore acquisition opportunities and 
potential concepts if acquired. P 2023 1

A complete list of the Chesterfield Township Parks and Recreation Commissioners’ prioritized goals ratings can be found in 

the appendix of this report.  Those goals have been incorporated into the table above. 



Appendix 
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Appendix

i.  US Army Corps of Engineers GLFER report 

ii. Parks and Recreation commission goals ratings

iii. Township Board Resolution of Adoption 

iv. Public Notices 

v. Meeting Minutes

vi. DNR Post-Completion Certification Reports 

vii. Survey Results 
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